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of Silk cannot pafs without fome Obfer- 

vations. ‘“Hhe Weavers,who are concern’d 
here in the Silk Manufa@ures, are Numerous; their Sup- 
port is equally the Concern of the Government, in pro- 
portion to their Numbers, with'thofe of other Trades, 
and accordingly Care has been taken to preferve them. 
The Silk Manufactures have fuch a fufficient Provifion 
made for them, and fuch Encouragement given *them 


HILE the Affair of, the Turkey Compahy 
is under Confideration, the Manufactures 


already'by the high Duties on Foreign wrought Silks, — 


as well of Franceas of anyeother Contry, that as they 
flood in.no peat of Prohibitions during the War, fo they 
ftand in need of no farther Affiftance during the Peace. 

For this Reafon, ase@they have nothingzo ask, but 
that thoféPDutiesdhould remain, fo the Treaty of Com- 
merce Has-taken’ngne of.them away; and if the Silk 
Manufa@tures cafinot Subfiltewith, that difference upon 
them, which thofé Duties have Jaid, neither would fos 


It is obfervable, that duriag the faid high Duues, 
particularly upofi.Alamodes and Luftrings, none of them 


have been Imported here, that is, legally Imported ; as 


for clandeftine Importation, or Running of Goods, that 
can he no Argument, becaufe neither can the Quantity 
be great, or is it poflible eritirely to.prevent thofe things, 
either in this Country or in any other. The Difference 
between the Manutactures of Silk at home, and thofe 


Imported, .ftands thus : . 


Foreign wrought Silks of all kinds, pay for every 
DP omd weight 41, 12.3 7 Nett Duty. 


Alamodes and Luftrings, pay. for every 20 Pound 
weiglit I. 31 17 3 Nett Duty. 





Now if the Foreign wrought Silks pay above: 12 Shil- 
lings per Pound weight Duty upon Importation, all 
Difcounts taken off, the Difadvantage which they muft 
lie under, muft exceedingly leffen that Importation, and 
feems fufficient not only to encourage, but to quicken 
the Induftry of our own Weavers. 

But fince the Encouragement of the Silk Trade, and 
Employmentyof the Weavers, is fpoken of as a thing 
of fucle extraordinary Weight, it may be very neceflary 
to flate the Cafe of Manufadturing in general, that our 
Opinion of things may be rightly ballane’d. 
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It is an undoubted Rule of Trade, That the Bimploy- 
meéft of our own Poor, and Confumption-of oug own 
Growth, is the firft Principle of Commerce,*and fhotld 
be the laft End of all our National Improvement. * 

As Great Britain is ftated in Matters of "Trade, tris 
Concern for the General Intereft of that Trade centers 
upon our Woollen Manufacture: Lheré is a juft Con- 
cern due to every Branch of Trade, bur to that unoff, 
which moft donthiotes to,and is moft effe in the 
two great Ends of Trade above-mentioned; (Viz) ond 
ployment of the People, and Confumption of the Pr 
duces This the Woollen Mahufagir: 
in to all other Branchesof ourQomiterce, as.admits of 
no Comparifon ; and therefor@ithemptincipal Concern 
ofthe Nation is,and ought > bé'the Wor Manu- 


facture. Pen BO 
‘as. that: thissConi- 
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It is true, Prudence may { 
cern for the Woollén* ManifaGure 
yet may. 
Oppofition to them; there being a manifeft Dj 


be itt 


d,to one, .and inyuri 


between fhewing a pega 
the other ; as a Man having many Children, may. thew . 
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a peculiar Affection to his eldeft pwithout injuring ‘the + 


reft: But thei, on the éther hand, neither maft any o 
the other Branches of Trade claim or expect fuch a R& 
gard or Concern to be fhewn to them, as fhould bein 
jurious to the Woollen Manufactures, —- ; 

The Silk Trade is ufeful and “ els, but Silk 
is a modern Manufacture, and is nfo ‘and advanta- 
geous, as it isa Return for and “enkourages the Expor- 
tation of rhe Woollen Manufa@ture, and no otherwife : 
The, Woollen Manufa&tyre is the eldeft Chil@of the 


“Nations Commarce : he Silk Trade is a fofter. Child 


taken into the Family, made ufeful and meriting fo be 
a but always with a fubferviency to the Good 
of the Heir. 


It is a Saying,as old as the Trade, it felf, and which* 


has been ufed in all the Contefts of thefe kinds among 
us, that he that wears a Velvet Cogt is a better Com- 
monWWealths Man,than he™ that wears a Coat of broad 
Cloath; the Reafort’ is clear, becaufe that Velyer being 

erhaps of five times the Value, is the Return 6f more 
Broad Cloth than the Man could wear :* IE the Silk, whe- 


» ther wrought’ ore untwrought, be the Retiitn. of otis 


Woollen Manufactures, 4s frém Turky the raw Silk 
is, and the wrought Silks from France may and will 
be ; 
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be ; them a Lady, whofe Gown and Petticoat is of the 
richeft Damask, tho’ Foreign, may be faid t@& wear 


Woollén Manufactares ; nay, the richer her Silks the 
better, and if a Gotwn and Petticoat cofis her 20 or 
30 1. fe carries tWo or three Pieces of Broad Cloth 
upon hef Back, or a proportioned‘Number of Perpe- 
tuana’sy and the like in other Cafes: For thefé Reafons 
the encouraging the Exportation of our Woollen Ma- 
nufactures into Foreign ‘parts, is a much, greater Ser- 
vice to the Nation, than the encouraging the wearing it 
at Home, the Confumption being greater in Pro- 
portion. ay , 

On this Account, altho’ our Weavers and Manu- 

' facturers of Silk at Home, deferve all due Encourage- 
ment, yet it cannot be the Intereft of Britain totally to 
difcourage the Importation. of Foreign wrought Silks, 
efpecially where it appears they are the Product of our 
ow Woollen Mastufactures. This will be better ex- 
plained thus. . 

If the Turky Merchants drive any confiderable Tratie 
to France with raw Silk, whether from England by 
Re-txportations, or from the Levant directly; the Silk 
they carry, itis allowed, mutt be the Product of Englith 
Manufaétures ; fo that by that Method, not only our 
own Silks, but even the Frencli Silks alto, as to the 
Materials they are made of, are the Product and Return 
of the Englifh Woollen Manufactures. The next Dif- 
ference is the Workmanthip, which lies thus; that one 
is p md by the French, whom we ought to have no 
regard to in Ttade ; the other is perform d by ourown 
People, whom we ought to Support. 


But granting this; if on the other Hand, a Bale of 


wrought Silks thould be brought trom France, bought 
there with a Bale or Bales of Spanifh Cloth, or other 
Woollen Goods, it is eafie to prove,that it is more our 
Intéreft to bring over that Bale of wrought Silk, and 
the faid wrought Silks are more 18 own Manufacture, 
‘tharit they had been wfought in Spittletields ; becaufe 
the Woollen ManufaGures which were firft fent to 
Turky:t0, purchafe,theraw Silk which this Bale of, Silks 
avas wrought fromyand the Spanith Cloths or*other 
Woolle:t. Goods) ‘France. to purchafe the faid 
Silks, wheat v } , 
England, but entployed above Sixtcen timé$ the Num- 
‘berof People in sheir making, &c. more than the Bale 








of wrought Silks would haveone, if chey had been 
ae in, Spittlefieldss 
? 


is is not faidy to, Argue,that ‘w®, fhould difcouraye 


our Silk Manulatapetgg organ afly fuch thing be de- 


“duced from it; but to Ballance Our Opinion, as is faid 
aboye, and Jet usfee, that the wrought Silks, thar may 
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that Importation, and reduce it to a finall 


ot only confiumed the Growth of 





be Imported, ate not always to be efteemed as fo much: 
dead Lofs to our Trade, and as a meer ruining borh.the 
Employment of our Poor athl the Confimption co. 
out Growih ; fince, as the Trade may proWe, the few 
French Silks we thall have, may be produced by our 


own Woollen Manufaétures, both as to Matcrials* aid 


Workmanthip alfo. The onlyObjétion or @avil ra- 
ther,that can remain here, is at the words Fem sroggh: 
Silks above, which is fo mentioned, thar the*Matter 
may be duly explain‘d. 

‘Lhe thing to be affitm’d is, Thar the Quafitity of 
Wrought Silks tq be Imported,can be but few, compa- 
red to the Quantities which our Market conftantly 
vends; and therefore, as on one hand there is an appa- 
rent Advantage in the leaving room for fome Import.- 
tion of Wrought Silks, whether trom France or elte- 
where, is the fame thing: fo on the other hand,-this 
implies no Danger ar all to the Englifh Manufaturers of 
Silk, becaufe tho” the Humours and Fancies of fome Ex. 
penfive People may ran them upom buying. foreign 
Wrought Silks, yet while the high Duties heré rémdin, as 
they are to do by the Treaty, the Difference of Price 
will be always fachyas will leffen the Demand of foreign 
Silks, reftram the Humour aforefaid to a few Peopie, 
and preferve the Balk of the Manuf:.éture in our hands. 

It is objected by fome, thatethe Difference is nor fuf- 
ficient; that notwithftanding 121]. 3s. 7d. to be pail 
upon the Importation for every 20 Pound weight of 
Wrought Silks, yer that the French will bring in their 
Silks, But this amounts to no more than, this, ( Viz. ) 
That they willbring in‘fome few which is what, as 
above, may be our Advantage. . Burney will nor pfe- 
rend that the Difference of the fideDury thall not leifen 
uauatity 
and that the Grofs of the rade thall rach im*out 
own hans. ) 

The next, MFRC ATOR fhall give fome Efi- 
mates of *the Dimenfions of ‘the Silk-Trade, drawn 
from the Importation sboth of the Raw and Wrought 
Silk; and thal! give an Account of the whole Impor- 
tation of Wrought Silks from all Parts of Europe for 
{dme Years pait; as alfo, of the Raw Sili-Mohair, &c. 
Exported from England to other. Parts by Certificate : 
from whieh many rational Conelufions may be drawn,as 
to the Benefit arifing from the Silk ‘Trade t6 our Wool- 
len Manufacture. Io thefe alfo wumay be added, fome 
Demonftrations of she Certainty ‘of Shar is faid above, 
That the high Duties}which are t6 remain upon, Fo- 
reign Wrought Silks, muftalways keep the Manufactures 
on our fide. - 
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